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Research Jams

 Facilitated brainstorming sessions

 Ideal for new and loosely formed groups    
tackling a complex research problem

 Goals are fuzzy
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Designing Research Jams

Gamestorming: Dave Gray, Sunni Brown and James Macanufo



A Few Design Thinking Principles

 Understanding ‘user’ needs

 Making things visual

 Amplifying diversity

 Bias towards action

LaPensee and Doshi, Collective Creativity: Strategies for Catalyzing 
Interdisciplinary Research, JCOM, 2020



Research Jam in Action: 
Scoliosis Research



Research Jam | Scoliosis Research
Setting the Stage



Framing Question



Research Jam | Scoliosis Research

What collection of BROAD 
RESEARCH TOPICS 
would we need to pursue 
to address the framing
question? “Brainwriting”

Ideation and Thematizing

Affinity 
Mapping



Research Jam | Scoliosis Research
Prioritizing and Mapping Interests

For this group to develop 
synergy, and for U-M to 
become a leader in scoliosis 
research, which groupings 
should we prioritize? 

Impact
Momentum

Place your Interest Card 
next to the grouping you 
are most interest in 
pursuing.

Who’s missing?



Research Jam | Scoliosis Research
Action Planning



Research Jams: 
A Remote World
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